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Although seriously weakened since the arrest of its leadership in 1992 and badly divided internally,
the Maoist guerrilla group, Sendero Luminoso, has stepped up its actions in the Peruvian
countryside, demonstrating that it is still a force to be reckoned with. At the same time, the military
has launched a major offensive against the guerrillas in the northern and central areas of the
country. Peruvian human rights organizations accuse the military of committing serious human
rights violations during the offensive. All told, over 100 people have been killed in intense fighting
since the beginning of April.
On April 5, the Peruvian military launched its latest counterinsurgency offensive, Operation
Monzon, in the northern and central regions of Peru, including the Upper Huallaga Valley in the
department of Huanuco. The area near the Rio Huallaga is thought to be the hiding place of Oscar
Ramirez Durand ("Feliciano"), who, according to the army, assumed leadership of Sendero after
the capture of the group's founder and long-time maximum leader Abimael Guzman in September,
1992. Residents in the area where the offensive is being carried out say that the military has been
conducting attacks with helicopter gunships for the past 15 days against hamlets on the west bank of
the Rio Huallaga.
According to reports in Lima daily newspaper La Republica, the military considers the residents of
the zone collaborators of Sendero. Carlos Blanco, a pro-government deputy in the congressional
human rights committee, confirmed the use of helicopters in the offensive and said that between
20 and 30 Senderistas had been killed in Huanuco. The area where the military offensive is
being waged is a coca-growing region where the government asserts that Sendero and the drug
traffickers are working together. Despite the government contention that it is targeting rebels
and rebel collaborators, however, the military's actions have been harshly criticized by the
Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos (CNDH), an umbrella group of Peruvian human
rights organizations.
In an April 19 communique, the CNDH said, "The military is committing massive crimes against
the civilian population under the guise of counterinsurgency operations." The CNDH said it had
verified "the massacre of at least 10 campesinos in the hamlet of Molluna, of 13 more in Moena...and
alarming indications of the slaughter of about 40 other persons, whose bodies were seen in the area
known as Ganaderia." Rosa Mujica, executive secretary of the CNDH, also criticized the government
for refusing to let human rights workers or the Red Cross into the area. But President Alberto
Fujimori says that since the area is a war zone, the military must take special precautions. "We're at
war, that's why we don't allow the Red Cross in," said Fujimori.
Both Fujimori and the military deny the charges of human rights violations and insist that civilians
have not been affected by the offensive. Fujimori said that 10 Sendero leaders have been captured
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during the offensive, while the army has reported at least 14 guerrillas killed since the recent
fighting began. Meanwhile, although Sendero activity in the cities has diminished considerably in
recent months, rural areas continue to be racked by violence. One area particularly plagued is the
Amazonian region of Satipo in the department of Junin, where the diverse array of groups leads to
nearly constant social and political confrontations.
Local residents include Ashaninka Indians, settlers recently arrived from other areas of the country,
civilian defense groups known as ronderos, Sendero militants, and drug traffickers. That area was
the scene of intense violence again in mid- April. For example, on April 16, a Sendero column
entered the hamlet of Monterrico and killed 18 persons, including two children, in the worst
Sendero attack in recent months. The dead included both Ashaninkas and settlers. The day before,
in the department of Ayacucho, Sendero guerrillas killed a bus passenger and the mayor of San
Juan de Lucanas. The general level of Sendero violence has clearly dropped this year in comparison
with 1993. The government reports a total of 114 Sendero attacks around the nation in the first
quarter of 1994, compared with 415 in the same period in 1993. But while Sendero violence is down
considerably, the recent activity clearly shows that the battle against subversion in Peru is not over.
Notwithstanding the upsurge on the battlefield, tentative contact between the government and
Sendero leaders in jail continues, although a faction of Sendero refuses to endorse such contacts. In
fact, the Fujimori administration is intentionally exploiting the division within Sendero Luminoso,
which arose after Guzman's arrest in 1992. In September 1993, one year after his capture, Guzman,
known within the organization as Presidente Gonzalo, wrote a letter to Fujimori asking for
negotiations leading to a peace treaty.
A second letter followed in October. The jailed Sendero high command backed Guzman's call for an
end to the fighting and supported his effort to convince the government to negotiate. On April 16,
a local television station broadcast a video it had received in which a "moderate" Sendero militant,
his face covered with a hood, read the latest call from Guzman to his followers to abandon the
armed struggle. Publication of Guzman's letters has taken place side-by- side with a series of highly
publicized prison visits by Fujimori to meet with Guzman and other jailed members of the Sendero
high command. The President has been harshly criticized for his ongoing conversations with the
jailed Senderistas, and opposition politicians accuse Fujimori of staging the visits to enhance his
political standing.
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